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Education, Professional Credentials, & Assimilation
Education

University of Alabama


Master in Public Health

June 1994

School of Public Health


Environmental Health

Eastern Kentucky University


Bachelor of Science


June 1992







Environmental Health

Professional Credentials





Registered Environmental Health Specialist/Registered Sanitarian (REHS/RS)
June 1997
Assimilation 

Applied for assimilation (***or date assimilated***)



July 2008

Career Progression and Mobility 





  


   


  Rank(s) Held

2008

District Sanitarian, O-5 Billet




O-4/O-5 



Indian Health Service, Fort Defiance, AZ

2006

Safety and Health Specialist, O-4 Billet



O-4 



National Park Service, El Portal, CA
2003

Environmental Health Scientist, O-4 Billet


O-3 



Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA

1999

Safety and Environmental Health Officer, O-4 Billet 

O-3 



U.S. Coast Guard, Portsmouth, VA

1995

Consumer Safety Officer, O-3 Billet



O-2



Food and Drug Administration, Rockville, MD

Professional Experience

District Sanitarian, Division of Environmental Health


O-5 Billet 

Fort Defiance, AZ







October 2008–Present

Indian Health Service

Duties

· Coordinate all environmental health activities in the Fort Defiance District, which includes Fort Defiance and the Many Farms Service Units.  
· Supervise eight environmental health specialists and three injury prevention specialists.

· Provide technical assistance and training to all staff and to community members. 

· Review all comprehensive environmental health surveys (community water systems, community lagoon systems, Head Start centers, etc.) prior to dissemination.
· Support and lead all zoonotic, enteric and viral disease outbreaks in the Fort Defiance District. 

Collateral Duties

· Acting Assistant Director of the Division of Environmental Health Services from January 2009 to present.
· Fort Defiance Hospital’s Safety Officer and Chairperson of the Safety and Infection Control Committee from October 2008 to present.

· Chairperson of the following Fort Defiance District committees: Epidemiological Disease Committee (two years); Injury Prevention Committee (six months); and the Water Fluoridation Committee (one year).
Accomplishments

· Worked with Navajo Area DEHS management staff in the development and implementation of new protocol and procedures within the Division of Environmental Health Services for a management systems' approach to environmental health surveys.  
· Led the investigation of two plague outbreaks in the Fort Defiance Service Unit.  This effort resulted in the identification of the source of the plague in a prairie dog colony.  

· Collaborated with the Infection Control Officer at the Fort Defiance Indian Hospital in developing a Navajo Area-wide gastroenteric disease investigation protocol.

· Recorded and tracked all lab-confirmed gastroenteric cases and injuries at the Fort Defiance and Chinle Hospitals.

Safety and Health Specialist






O-4 Billet

El Portal, CA








Sept. 2006–Oct. 2008

National Park Service
Duties

· Developed and managed occupational health programs (lead-based paint, respiratory protection, asbestos, bloodborne pathogens, and medical surveillance, etc.) that mitigated hazardous working environments at Yosemite and other National Parks.
· Planned and directed employee health education programs to prevent occupational injuries and illnesses.

· Conducted risk assessments of work environments to determine the nature and magnitude of potentially hazardous exposures and the effectiveness of existing control measures.

· Investigated employee concerns of potential exposures and health effects and determined corrective measures. Prepared technical reports based on findings.

· Utilized a wide variety of media and venues, including safety committees, to educate employees and other health and safety professionals.
Collateral Duties

· Agency (field) supervisor for California State University Master of Public Health student intern for the 2006-2007 school year.

· Park liaison with federal, state, and local agencies on public and occupational health issues.

· Acting park safety officer (O-6 billet) supervising five employees for up to two months at a time over a three-year period.
· Collaborated with and facilitated Mariposa Public Health Department, Fremont Hospital and other county entities in two tabletop pandemic exercises and a mass vaccination drill.
Accomplishments

· Co-chaired pandemic influenza work group which created a pandemic influenza preparation and response plan for over 2,000 park and concessionaire employees.
· Facilitated a Maintenance Division safety committee that was nominated for and awarded the annual NPS Director’s Achievement Award for Employee Safety and Health.
· Monitored asbestos removal projects, collected bulk asbestos samples for analysis, wrote scope of work for concessionaire’s removal project, and conducted XRF sampling for lead-based paint at numerous park sites.
· Updated BBP policy and taught BBP classes to 250 employees and supervisors.

· Taught Hantavirus and accident investigation classes to 180 employees and supervisors.

Environmental Health Scientist





O-4 Billet
Atlanta, GA








July 2003–Sept. 2006
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention



Duties

· Managed the Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome (HPS) database.

· Managed and assisted active field investigations to determine sources or extent of outbreaks.

· Coordinated CDC communications and recommendations.

· Developed technical assistance information documents for environmental health disease surveillance activities.

Collateral Duties
· Served as acting branch chief for up to a week at a time over a two-year period.

· Training officer, physical fitness coordinator, and Combined Federal Campaign manager in 2005.
Accomplishments
· Served a 3-month detail to the Division of Vector-Borne Infectious Diseases in Fort Collins, CO, assisting with laboratory research, case study followup on West Nile Virus-related fatalities, and surveillance activities.

· While acting branch chief, represented the National Center for Infectious Diseases during high-level meetings to address an emerging Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) outbreak.
· Justified and secured a $25,000 training budget increase, drastically improving branch-level professional development and proficiency in conducting Incident Command System activities.

· Doubled branch physical fitness participation in the President’s Challenge, CDC fun run/walk, and gym-usage rates.

Safety and Environmental Health Officer




O-4 Billet
Portsmouth, VA







August 1999–July 2003
U.S. Coast Guard







Duties

· Managed and conducted a broad range of safety, environmental health, and industrial hygiene activities for over 50 CG units, with approximately 3,000 active duty members in a 6-state district.

· Ensured the protection of the CG workforce, public health, and property by providing recommendations to unit commanders.
· Evaluated unit conditions and practices that could lead to injury, illness, disease, property 
damage, or adversely affect mission capability and readiness.

· Ensured compliance with all applicable health and safety laws and regulations
· Assisted units in correcting identified deficiencies and provided technical assistance and training.
Collateral Duties

· Acted for three months as the parent command’s Environmental Health Section Chief.
· Preceptor for Junior COSTEP in 2002.  Guided student in conducting water quality sampling on 23 CG Cutters and in identifying poor water quality in five ships that used the same shipyard for water tank coating.
Accomplishments

· Developed 10 safety and health courses, trained 8,000 people, provided 200 consultations, and conducted 80 field surveys to address health hazards.

· Supported six cutters for 65 ‘underway’ days by providing training, surveys, and inspections required for entry into foreign ports.

· Identified and corrected potentially lethal confined space entry hazards at shipyards and shore facilities.
· Conducted building plan safety reviews that corrected numerous life safety hazards while meeting expedited deadlines for construction of a $25 million security and communications center following the incidents of Sept 11, 2001.

Consumer Safety Officer






O-3 Billet

Rockville, MD 







Aug. 1995–Aug. 1999
Food and Drug Administration




Duties

· Planned and conducted routine inspections in biologics, food, medical gases, and blood supplies.  Submitted detailed written reports upon completion of assignments.
· Collected samples of FDA-regulated products manufactured, held, or distributed in the Columbus Ohio Resident Post area of responsibility.
· Performed special investigations of consumer complaints, pesticides/mycotoxin/allergen surveillance, and product recalls.  

· Provided on-the-job training to new-hire investigators.  

· Identified, documented, and reported observations of adulterated or misbranded products and materials as regulated by the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act.  

· Conducted recall audit checks to insure potentially hazardous products have been removed from the market place.

· Performed in a team setting to collect in-line and aseptic samples to document sanitary conditions and practices. 

Collateral Duties

· Served as the acting Supervisory Consumer Safety Officer (CSO) supervising six employees for up to two weeks at a time for an 8 month-period.

· Served as the acting District Recall Coordinator for one month.
· Served as the District Interstate Travel Sanitation work planner for two years.
Accomplishments

· Independently and as a team member completed over 40 establishment inspections/investigations annually, which exceeded the agency standard of 32 inspections.
· Identified three products during inspections that resulted in nationwide recalls, with a retail value of over one million dollars. 
· Led a team that identified an adulterated drug product and assisted US Marshalls in the seizure of the product.
· Initiated a highly-publicized team inspection of an import food warehouse found to have unsanitary food handling and storage practices.  The inspection resulted in temporary closure and injunction of the firm.
· Served with several task forces initiated by the FDA, Atlanta District Office.  One of these seized cheese and dairy products contaminated with Listeria monocytogenes that had been associated with stillbirths in El Salvador.
Characteristics of Career Officer & Service to Corps

**Add or delete sub-headings for this section as needed or applicable**
Professional Memberships

American Society of Safety Engineers





2008 – present

National Environmental Health Association (NEHA)



2000 – present

Commissioned Officers Association of the USPHS (COA)



1995 – present
Committee Memberships

Applied Public Health Functional Advisory Committee



2006 – 2007

EHOPAC, Career Development Subcommittee, Chair



2002 – 2003

Environmental Health Officer Professional Advisory 



2000 – 2003

  Committee (EHOPAC)

EHOPAC, Mentoring Subcommittee






2000 – 2002

Associate Recruiter Program

Recruiting events included seven universities, three 
national conferences,

2002 – 2008

  three high schools, and a Navy preventive medicine unit

Leadership Positions Held

Division of Environmental Health Services, Director



2008 – Present

Rapid Deployment Force 2, Chief Environmental Health Officer


2008 – Present
Community assessments following Hurricane Ike, Team Lead (two weeks)

2008 
Applied Public Health Team 3, Deputy Commander




2006 – 2009

Jefferson Parish schools assessments following Hurricanes



2005

  Katrina and Rita, Team Lead (one week)
Hurricane Isabel, Virginia State Liaison Officer




2003

EHOPAC, Career Development Subcommittee, Chair



2002 – 2003

Mentor Program

Protégé - LTJG Vance Wing







2004 – Present

Protégé – LT Robin Goodofficer






1999 – 2004


Service Activities
Provided career counseling on behalf of the EHOPAC



2008

Aide-de-Camp for Surgeon General during two-day Florida visit


2007

Honor Guard for the USPHS Professional Conference



2004


Civic Volunteer Activities

Religious Education Director at St John The Baptist




2004 – 2006

English Teacher for the Persian Community in Rockville, MD


1996 – 1998
Deployment Activities

Basic Readiness Status
Qualified 

***List current readiness status as “Qualified” or “Unqualified”***




Deployments

Hurricane Ike, Community Public Health assessments



2008

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Jefferson Parish schools mission


2005
Hurricane Isabel, assigned to JFO






2003

Super Typhoon Pongsona, Guam






2002 


Deployment Role

National Incident Support Team 






2009 – Present
Applied Public Health Team







2006 – 2009
***List APHT, RDF, Tier 3, NIST, etc***





Awards Section

    Individual Awards:

PHS – Commendation Medal







2008

PHS/USCG – Achievement Medal (2) 





2003, 2006

PHS – Citation (2)








1997, 1999

USCG – Commandant’s Letter of Commendation




1999

USCG – Life Saving Medal







1997

USCG – Coast Guard Air Medal






1996

   Unit Awards:

FDA – Commissioner’s Special Citation 





2006

PHS – Outstanding Unit Citation






2005

USCG – Meritorious Unit Commendation





2003

PHS – Unit Commendation (2)






1999, 2004

   Service Awards: 

PHS – Isolated Hardship Ribbon 






2007

PHS – Crisis Response Service 






2003

USCG – Humanitarian Service Award





2001

PHS – Bicentennial Unit Commendation





1998

PHS – Commissioned Corps Training Ribbon




1998
    Military Campaign, Service & Training Awards

US Army – Global War on Terrorism Service Medal



1997

US Army – Humanitarian Service Medal





1996

US Army – Reserve Components Oversees Training Ribbon


1995


 Non-service Awards/Badges/Insignia:

EHOPAC – Edward (Ted) Moran Award





2006
PHS – Field Medical Readiness Badge





2004

DHHS – Secretary’s Award for Distinguished Service



2002
Professional Activities
Publications

Officer, Josephine, “Health and Safety in Emergency Response: Who Is In Charge Anyway?”, The Synergist, January 2005.
Officer, Josephine, A Review of “Indoor Air Quality Surveys”, The Synergist, June/July 2002.

Presentations

2008, Southwest Head Start Consortium, Albuquerque, NM , “Are your Buses Safe?”

2004, USPHS Professional Conference, Washington, DC. “New Mexico Motor Vehicle Fatalities, 2001-2004.”
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