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The origins of the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) can 
be traced to the passage of an act in 1798 that provided 
for the care of sick and injured Merchant Marines. In 
1889, the President signed into law the creation of a 
uniformed service within the USPHS. Referred to as 
the Commissioned Corps of  the USPHS, it is one of the 
seven uniformed services of the United States.
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